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Field Notes:

November 28, 1999

Outdated Mississippi Seed Law may be changed soon.
A very large part of my time this past growing season was spent with growers having
problems with cotton. As a result of these problems, not only here but in other areas of the state,
it now appears that new seed quality legislation will be considered in Mississippi next year.
The problems began in the spring when a group of farmers in Holmes County noticed
that cotton seedlings were not growing well. The crop was closely monitored throughout the
season, and a study indicated problems linked to the seed that were planted. Later on, as other
fields reached maturity, other problems were noted. Some of these fields have produced some of
the lowest yields in recent years. Other area farmers, not only from Holmes County, but also in
Yazoo and Attala Counties are still conducting studies into the problem.
State Representative Steve Holland, Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee, and
a farmer from Plantersville said recently that updating a “fairly simplistic and very obsolete law
for the new millennium” will be a very big issue in the 2000 Legislative session. Rep. Holland
has also commented, “I want the law to be written, No. 1 to protect producers; that’s my first
concern.”
Farm Bureau was instrumental in organizing a committee to draft a proposal that could
hopefully be agreed to by all interested parties. The committee was made up of representatives
from farmer groups, industry, and governmental agencies, and was chaired by Mr. Willard Jack
who farms in Holmes and Humphreys Counties. Mr. Jack commented that although much was

accomplished, he was disappointed that the process did not produce a unified bill to be presented
to the Legislature.
Many grower complaints have involved transgenic traits such as “Bt” which protects
cotton plants from damage by tobacco budworms and bollworms, and “Roundup Ready” which
allows farmers to utilize Roundup herbicide for controlling weeds in cotton. Other problems
have been poor germination and vigor, disease contamination, and poor yield performance.
Although the most “visible” complaints this year have involved cotton, problems have
also been reported in other crops. Should the seed law be changed, it will likely affect all seed
offered for sale in Mississippi. These changes may dramatically change the way planting seed
are produced, handled, advertised, and sold at all levels.
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